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School Support
To what extent is the GATE program in your school supported by....
Faculty assigned
to teach gifted
students?

Faculty not
assigned to teach
gifted students?

Parents of
students not
identified as
gifted?

Parents of gifted
students?

Your
superintendent?

Your principal?

48% or 264
people

6% or 33
people

5% or 28
people

40% or 220
people

22% or 121
people

39% or 214
people

264/550

33/550

28/550

220/550

121/550

214/550

Note: Numbers represent those responses that answered “A Great Deal”
(N = 550).

Program Priority
To what degree is the GATE program a priority compared to other academic programs
at your school?
Special
Education

7% or 39
people
39/550

English
Learners

Physical
Education

After-School
Enrichment
Programs

Tutorial/
Homework
Programs

Art

Music

10% or 55 24% or 132 23% or 127 19% or 105 29% or 160 24% or 132
people
people
people
people
people
people
55/550

132/550

127/550

105/550

160/550

132/550

Note: Numbers represent those responses that answered “More of a Priority”
(N = 550).

Teaching Method Preferred #1
Creating your own differentiated lessons.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experiences has
proven it works.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
Note: 94% of teachers surveyed preferred to create their own differentiated lesson plans over following the lessons in the
teachers guide. This equals 517/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #2
Teaching critical thinking skills.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experiences has
proven it works.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
Note: 96% of teachers surveyed preferred to teach critical thinking skills over teaching the basic skills. This equals 528/550
teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #3
Teaching in homogeneous groups.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experiences has
proven it works.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 57% of teachers surveyed preferred to teach in homogeneous groups as opposed to teaching in heterogeneous groups.
This equals 314/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #4
Teaching in small groups.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 71% of teachers surveyed preferred teaching in small groups to teaching students in whole class. This equals 391/550
teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #5
Teaching universal concepts & big ideas.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 97% of teachers surveyed preferred teaching universal concepts and big ideas as opposed to teaching basic facts and
simple concepts. This equals 534/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #6
Teaching standards-based curriculum with modifications.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 99% of teachers surveyed preferred teaching the standards-based curriculum with modifications as opposed to teaching
the standards-based curriculum as prescribed. This equals 545/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #7
Teaching content in a n integrated, interdisciplinary way.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 95% of teachers surveyed preferred teaching content in an integrated, interdisciplinary manner as opposed to teaching
content in each discipline separately. This equals 523/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #8
Teaching creative thinking skills.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
It is more aligned to GATE
standards.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 95% of teachers surveyed preferred teaching creative thinking skills as opposed to teaching basic skills. This equals
523/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #9
Teaching prompts of depth and complexity.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It is more aligned to the GATE
standards.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 97% of teachers surveyed preferred teaching the prompts of depth and complexity instead of teaching basic prompts.
This equals 534/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #10
Allow students to have self-directed independent study.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It is more aligned to the GATE
standards.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 83% of teachers surveyed preferred allowing students to have self-directed, independent study as opposed to using a
teacher-directed method of instruction. This equals 457/550 teachers.

Teaching Method Preferred #11
Teaching advanced and gifted students.
Category

Low

Medium

High

It takes less time.
My previous experience has
proven it works.
My district and/or school
expects me to do it this way.
It is more aligned to the GATE
standards.
It has the potential to affect all
learners in my classroom.
It is more stimulating for me as
a teacher to do it this way.
It is more academically
rigorous for gifted students.
Note: 92% of teachers surveyed preferred teaching advanced and gifted students as opposed to teaching average or struggling
students. This equals 506/550 teachers.
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Background and Preferences
 Teachers who preferred teaching critical thinking skills had
significantly more years of teaching experience in gifted education
than teachers who preferred teaching basic skills
(9.73 compared to 6.22; p<.01)
 Teachers who preferred creating their own differentiated lessons
had more years of teaching experience in gifted education than
teachers who preferred following lessons in the teacher guide (9.85
compared to 6.48; p<.01)
 Teachers who preferred teaching creative thinking skills had more
years of teaching experience in gifted education than teachers who
preferred teaching basic skills (9.87 compared to 7.0; p<.01)
 Teachers who preferred allowing students to have self- directed
independent study spent significantly more time
(6.01 hours) preparing for differentiated lessons than teachers
who preferred using a teacher-directed teaching method (4.64
hours) (p<.05)
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Definition of Differentiation
Which of the following curriculum examples BEST
represents your definition of differentiated curriculum for
advanced and gifted students?
1% 2%
Replace the total core with a curriculum differentiated for gifted
students

18%

17%

Replace only parts of the core curriculum students know with
curriculum differentiated specifically for them
Teach the core curriculum first and then differentiated

7%

curriculum for gifted students
Design a differentiated curriculum for gifted students
inclusive of the core curriculum
Add differentiated curriculum for gifted student to the core
curriculum

56%

Design a differentiated curriculum for gifted students
completely ignoring the core curriculum
Teach only the core curriculum to gifted students
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Impact of Curriculum
In your experience, which of these curriculum examples
has the most potential for impact on students that have not
been identified as gifted?
0.2% 3%

Replace the total core with a curriculum differentiated for gifted
students

16%
23%

Replace only parts of the core curriculum students know with
curriculum differentiated specifically for them
Teach the core curriculum first and then differentiated
curriculum for gifted students
Design a differentiated curriculum for gifted students inclusive of the
core curriculum

12%
47%

Add differentiated curriculum for gifted student to the core
curriculum
Design a differentiated curriculum for gifted students completely
ignoring the core curriculum
Teach only the core curriculum to gifted students
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Level of Emphasis: Skill Mastery
Skill Mastery
Discipline
Basic Skills

Critical &
Creative Skills

Research Skills

Language Arts

2.66

2.73

2.32

Social Studies

2.36

2.53

2.42

Math

2.81

2.57

1.60

Science

2.58

2.51

2.29

Art

2.04

2.32

1.51

Music

1.71

1.78

1.44

Computers/Technology

2.39

2.09

2.30

3=A great deal of emphasis; 2=Some emphasis; 1=Little or No emphasis

